A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
who were petrified by their fear and demented by
their danger.
On the other hand, a tragedy was enacted in the
British area, which can only be accounted for by the
war itself.
A British N.C.O. had been bullying some of his
subordinates* As there appeared to be no way of
dealing with the case there, aggrieved men decided
to deal with the matter in their own way. As the
essence of crime, from the criminars point of view,
is to leave no trace, they decided to get rid of their
tormentor in the manner which they thought most
suited to that purpose.
A Mills bomb has a local but very violent
explosive effect. They decided that the Mills
bomb should therefore be their agent. They caught
their victim bending so to speak. Pulling out the pin
from the bomb which held the lever in check and
which, in its turn, ignited the charge which exploded
after the lapse of some seconds, one of them - they
had previously drawn lots for the job - pushed the
bomb down the back of the N.C.O.'s trousers after
which they made off at lightning speed to avoid the
explosion.
Fortunately the poor man was isolated and
entirely alone or others would have been killed -
but he, ignorant till too late of what had happened,
was, figuratively speaking, hoisted to glory by his
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